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Allamah Tabarsi, one of the prominent Imami exegetes, played an effective role in the course of
the exegetical movement of the Shi'a scholarly community through his masterpiece, Majma’ al-
Bayan. Therefore, examining the views of this esteemed exegete on the most important issue of the
Shi'a school of thought is of great significance. The present article seeks to identify the approach of
Amin al-Islam Tabarsi regarding the issue of Imamate through a library-based method and a
descriptive-analytical perspective. Tabarsi has encompassed the examination of issues related to
the subject of Imamate broadly within three axes: the definition of Imamate, the proof of Imamate,
and the status of the Imamate. Allamah Tabarsi's approach to the issue of proving Imamate was
carried out using two methods: ijtihadi (jurisprudential reasoning) and riwayi (narrative). He
interpreted the Verse of Wilayah (5:55) and the Verse of Ulul-Amr (4:59) with an ijtihadi
approach, while clarifying the semantic unity of the Verses of Ikmal (5:3), Iblagh (5:67), and Sa‘al
Sa'il (70:1) with the issue of Imamate through a riwayi perspective. The status of the Imamate was
also addressed by discussing issues such as divine appointment, the knowledge of the Imam, his
infallibility, and his miracles. The result obtained from the entirety of the present research clarifies
that Allamah Tabarsi, based on the Quranic verses, proved and explained the status of the Imamate
in a maximalist manner, in line with the authentic tradition of Shi'a thought.
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