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The issue of the relationship between anthropomorphism and transcendence in the description of
God is among the most fundamental and, at the same time, the most controversial issues in the
history of Islamic theology and Qur’anic exegesis. On the one hand, the language of the Qur’an
contains verses that, through the use of sensory and human expressions, establish a form of
conceptual proximity between God and the audience; on the other hand, it includes verses that
explicitly emphasize the absolute transcendence of the Divine Essence beyond any resemblance to
created beings. Reconciling these two categories of verses has continually given rise to conflicting
theological and exegetical approaches, ranging from anthropomorphism to excessive transcendence
and the negation of divine attributes.

Adopting an analytical approach and relying on a theological-exegetical method, this article seeks
to examine the “linguistic strategy of the Qur’an” in dealing with this duality; a strategy that is
based not on eliminating one aspect in favor of the other, but on organizing a meaningful
relationship between anthropomorphism and transcendence. The language of the Qur’an in
describing God possesses a purposeful and guidance-oriented structure that, on the one hand,
enables human understanding and communication, and on the other hand, preserves the boundaries
of divine transcendence. Accordingly, the findings indicate that the reconciliation between
anthropomorphism and transcendence in the Qur’an is neither accidental nor the result of a
rhetorical inconsistency; rather, it is the outcome of a coherent linguistic strategy that performs
both theological and educational functions in the process of guiding religious audiences.
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