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AyatollahKhamenei, The seventh verse of Sirat al-Duha ( *"And He found you astray and guided you"* ) has long been
infallibility of the Prophet the subject of discussion and interpretation among both Sunni and Shi‘i exegetes. The
(PBUH), interpretations proposed for this verse encompass a wide range of views. Employing a descriptive-
comparative interpretation. analytical approach and the method of interpreting the Qur’an through the Qur’an (*tafsir al-

Qur’an bi al-Qur’an*), the present study examines this verse within the framework of Imam
Khamenei’s thought.

The findings indicate that these interpretations, while differing in their degrees of validity and
soundness, can be reconciled as hierarchical levels of meaning, with none negating the others.
Among them, the interpretation of the verse as referring to **polytheistic misguidance** is
unanimously rejected by both Sunni and Shi‘i scholars. The interpretation that it refers to **the
absence of intrinsic human guidance** is regarded as a profound understanding consistent with
Imam Khamenei’s approach. Lower-level interpretations, such as **being lost during childhood**
or **being unfamiliar with trade**, may also be accepted as historical layers of the verse’s
meaning that exist alongside its higher levels.

However, the deepest and most elevated layer of meaning presented by Imam Khamenei is the
concept of **"Inner Resurrection."** This theory refers to the Prophet’s condition before his
prophetic mission: although endowed with a pure innate nature and abundant human potential, he
had not yet attained access to the profound truths and the straight path of divine revelation. This
existential state of awaiting guidance culminated, through the divine mission, in a great inner
resurrection within the Prophet himself—a resurrection that awakened all the latent capacities
entrusted to him and laid the foundation for a profound transformation of human society.

Supported by the verses of Surat al-‘Alaq and Sarat al-Najm, this interpretation is fully consistent
with the principle of the Prophet’s infallibility and with the earlier interpretations understood as
lower levels of meaning, while offering a comprehensive, profound, and authentic understanding
of the verse.
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